Adjectives

The Japanese adjectives are sorted into two groups; i-adjective (True
adjectives) and na-adjective (Quazi adjectives).

i-adjectives

As examples, 2O\ "hot," 727>\ "expensive"” and B X\ "big" are
cited. The reason why they are called the i-adjectives is that all of
them end with ai, oi, ui or ii.

The i-adjective have the affirmative, the negative, the past affirmative
and the past negative forms. Each form can be made by changing the
last, -i as follows:

hot expensive big
affirmative HD-1> T2 -1 BBE-\»
negative HD-L 72 Tem-< 72\ BRx-<{22n

past affirmative | H>-7>- 7 o= T BBE-oTz

past negative | Ho-<72ho |- o | BRBE-{Zdh-o
7= 7= 7z

In the formal sentence, T3 should be attached to them.

Ho-\V T is hot

7 H»2-<7\ TF |is not hot

Ho-MmoT- TF was hot

Ho-L Ipho7= T |was not hot
.g—-

It is an incorrect usage to attach the negative form of T34, L 722\ T
9" and the past form Cx722o72 TT like H2OV L2722V TF or HOW
TLT.

XX 5o TT. It is hot today.

XX 9IEH O RBRNTT. It is not hot today.
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XD HNIH O TT. It was hot yesterday.

EDHEH O R0 T It was not hot yesterday.
7.

The following four forms are the plain form of the i-adjective.

BHD-1 root form

Ho-< 720 nai form i-Adjective plain form
roat form nai form

Ho-moT ta form = _

Ho-L 2ho - | nakatta form

@ Besides the plain form, the i-adjective has the T form (e.g., $2>-< ), While
the particle & "and" is used to connect the nouns, the T form is used to connect two

i-adjectives or to join sentences. You should not use & in such case.

a—bk— L 29 coffee and tea
J{o

Xxro L bl today and tomorrow

R79-< T, BV LYV |cheap and delicious

BBE-<T, BHLY | big and heavy

na-adjectives
This adjective group includes L$7%> "quiet,"” " &\ "pretty” and so

on. As opposed to the i-adjective ending with -i, the na-adjectives
have no special rules. As a matter of fact, a few of them end with -i.
As the na-adjectives do not change themselves, the negative and the
past forms of T4 are used to express the negation or the past. In

view of this point, it is the same usage as nouns.

easy pretty, beautiful, clean
affirmative MATZ AT Ehvy T
negative MATEA LR/ TT =P AAANDE P ARG
past affirmative | DA T-A T LT EbWnWTL
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HARFEIIDATZATY. The Japanese language is easy.

HAFEIIDOATZA LR T, The Japanese language is not easy.
LT I AT AT LT, The exam was easy.

LITAEDATC A CR72D3- 72T . | The exam was not easy.

past negative |DATcA Uidofc T | & ULezhole T
B B

All adjectives can be used in the structure [A] % [adjective] T3~

It is also used to modify a noun in the sentence as seen below.

Modifying nouns
When the i-adjective modifies a noun, it comes before a noun in the

same way as English. When the na-adjective modifies a noun, you

should put 72 before the noun. In the case of nouns, you need to put

@® when a noun explains another noun.

K&V L big town i-adjective + noun
Thvy A HT pretty town na-adjective + noun
EP:N o T Japanese town noun + noun

AT A nice person I-adjective + noun
SRR VAN PN famous person na-adjective + noun

L O A person from my office noun + noun

These are the noun phrases. Each of them can be either a subject, or
an object, or the various parts of the sentence.

¢ FORIIRE WET T,

Tokyo is a big city.
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* FAED 5 DWIRNIZEWVWE L.

I met a famous person.
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